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A walk of art

When completed, the new pedestrian pathway will make the walk between
Sea Vista and St Francis Bay safer - and more beautiful, thanks to a
community art project.

“The need for a pathway was identified at a police
sector meeting where problems with the existing
pathway were highlighted,” explains Nigel Aitken,
who manages the project on behalf of its sponsor, the
Kouga Wind Farm Community Development Trust.

"It was dangerous, not only because people were
being mugged, but also because the path gets muddy
when it rains and people slip.

"Once we had the go-ahead, we wanted to get the
community involved. We considered murals but there
are no municipal boundary walls along the pathway
to paint, so we opted instead to invite children from all
local schools to enter an art competition, with the idea
of using the art works as a basis for mosaics!”
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Nigel says they were thrilled to receive more than

200 entries from tiny tots to high school children. The
selected artworks are being converted into long-
lasting mosaic tile designs, which will be placed along
the pathway for all - including the young artists - to
see and enjoy.

Keeping the community spirit going, a number of
women from Sea Vista were identified to take part in
the project and are now being taught to create the
colourful mosaics under the watchful eye of Turkish
artist Burcu Cunneen.

While work on the mosaics continues, the site is being
cleared and the new pathway, in all its glory, should
be ready in time for the 2019 summer season. &



Putting a stop to poverty

elping people to help themselves using a simple
digital survey tool is one of the latest community
projects implemented by Kouga Wind Farm.

Poverty Stoplight is an approach to social develop-
ment that helps households get out of poverty by
empowering them to understand their situation, set
realistic goals for improvement and figure out how to
achieve them.

“Simply put, we use the guidelines drawn up by the
Poverty Stoplight Office, a practical approach which
allows families to look at their finances - and quality
of life - so that we can help them take steps to
permanently eradicate poverty from their lives,” says
Boniswa Orleyn of the Bophelo Impilo Development
Centre (BIDC).

During the first phase of the project, BIDC recruited
volunteers from KwaNomzamo, Sea Vista, Kruisfontein,
Umzamowethu and Jeffreys Bay to participate in a
one-day training session run by the Poverty Stoplight
Office (SA).

These 25 newly trained facilitators have begun
setting up interviews with households in the Kouga
Wind Farm area. Initially, 98 households belonging to
existing wind farm beneficiaries - the Rainmakers and
student bursary holders - will be interviewed.

“We go into homes and ask one member of the family
to hold the tablet and read out the three indicators on
screen. He or she then clicks on the colour indicator

- green, yellow or red - that best describes the
circumstances of the household. The indicators are 50
in total,” says Boniswa.

For example, a family might be red for security (I'm
stuck), yellow for physical health (I'm struggling but
trying) and green for electricity (I'm doing ok).

“Each family is left with a scorecard and an action
plan based on five to 10 identified priorities. This is
meant to help move the reds and yellows to green
over time. The beneficiaries can be profiled again a
year later to assess progress.
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“The beauty of the tool is that

it gives those being profiled an
opportunity to take a good look
at their own situation. It becomes
an eye-opener on things they take
for granted and they can make a
conscious decision to change their
lives for the better”

Going forward, Kouga Wind Farm will measure the
different aspects of poverty, so that the team can
target, prioritise and develop initiatives that speak to
the real needs in our communities. ®

Happy to see you

or Mandela Month, Kouga Wind Farm partnered with

Baphile Healthcare to offer free eyesight screening tests
for schoolchildren. More than 200 children from Sandwater
and Sea Vista Primary Schools were tested in July, and will
receive spectacles or further medical consultations if needed.
Another round of testing is scheduled for September. Here,
optometrist Mbulelo Kawa tests the eyesight of a Sandwater
Primary pupil. m
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In the driver's seat

With the aim of empowering
unemployed youth and women by
equipping them with essential skills,
Kouga Wind Farm has helped at least
42 people get their licences under its
drivers licence programme.

Every day is a
school day

kgubela Creche principal Margaret Nomalungelo Mtsele

did some learning of her own recently when she spent
two days observing at the Fledglings Educational Playgroup
in Cape Town.

Working with underprivileged children from KwaNomzamo
in Humansdorp, Margaret believes they deserve the same
chance at a good start to their education as better-off
children in big cities.

"My aim is to bring what is done in towns to our rural
community. There is still a long way to go, but what | learnt in
Cape Town certainly points me in the right direction. It was a
truly fantastic experience and | am grateful to Kouga Wind
Farm for making it possible,” she says.

Margaret spent her time participating in the school
day, interacting with staff and pupils, going through the
curriculum and learning about school policies and schedules.

"I came away with a file of paperwork and a head full of
wonderful new ideas for artwork, classroom planning and
theme planning,” she smiles.

“I now understand how | can help with the children’s
emotional, physical and educational development. But
there is still a lot to learn and | plan to visit schools in Port

Elizabeth to study their early development programmes.” &

acilitated by One Way Driving School in

Humansdorp, the intensive course is open to
everyone in the communities around the wind farm.
Sponsored at an average cost of R5,000 per person,
the course covers everything from learners licence
training to providing practical driving instruction
ahead of the test.

At the moment, there are a further 33 beneficiaries

who have passed their learners licence test and must
now book their drivers test.

“We are proud to say that some people pass on
their first attempt, but we are equally proud of and
encouraged by those who persevered to pass on
their second or even third attempt,” says economic
development manager Trevor Arosi.

"One of the most sought-after skills by employers in
the region is the ability to operate a vehicle safely and
legally. By equipping community members with the
essential skills, backed up by a valid drivers licence, the
wind farm is helping to improve their employability.”




Opening doors with computers

More than a hundred people from Humansdorp, Sea Vista and Oyster Bay have
learned useful new skills and improved their chances of gaining employment
after completing Kouga Wind Farm’s basic computer course this year.

unded by Kouga Wind Farm and run

by Rehoboth Training Solutions, an
adult training organisation based in
Humansdorp, the course has proved very
popular.

Enthusiastic participant Melicia Khondlo,
36, says she is very optimistic about
securing a job now that she has the
certificate of completion under her belt.

“We had done the basics at school, but
it was the bare minimum. Now | have
acquired so many skills: | can type - and
not using just one finger! | have learnt to
do Excel spreadsheets, | have learnt the
basics of operating a computer and so
much more.

"Better still, | really enjoyed myself while
learning these new skills. | am so happy,
and grateful, to have been given this
chance!

Ntombekhaya Plaatjie, 35, says she did not
know how to use a computer before and
plans to continue upgrading her new skills.
“Now | feel very positive about the future,’
she says. “l am not going to let age stand
in my way; | will draw up a CV and try to
get ajob!

After forgetting much of the basic
computer skills she learned at school,
Enechia Kriega, 34, says this course really
helped her.

“| particularly enjoyed working in Excel as
there was a lot that | did not understand
previously.

Enechia, who works at a créche, says

the course left her feeling completely
motivated and that she plans to do more
in the future.

Kouga Wind Farm hopes this intervention
will assist participants by equipping them
with marketable skills that add value to
their daily life and employment search.

The next intake will open in August (see
advert for sign-up details). m

BASIC COMPUTER COURSE

LEARN HOW TO:
¢ Use a mouse
* Type on a keyboard
* Print a document

* Send an email
* Use Microsoft Word and Excel

CERTIFICATE OF
COMPLETION INCLUDED
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OK Now!

TO RESERVE A SEAT, WHATSAPP OR SMS
YOUR DETAILS TO 083 378 4856:

+ Name and surname + ID number - Home address

SPACE IS LIMITED. B

Please do not share your details on our Facebook page.

WHERE: Rehoboth Training Centre, Humansdorp
SeaVista Community Library + Sandwater Primary School

More information: info@kougawindfarm.co.za | www.kougawindfarm.co.za K




