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Opportunities do exist! Work hard at school and your results could open doors to your future. 
Follow Kouga Wind Farm on Facebook to see when 2020 applications open.

The seventeen were shortlisted and selected by 
an independent panel of judges from a big pool of 
applicants after the programme was advertised in the 
Kouga area and on social media.

While they may study different fields, the bursary 
holders are all armed with a burning desire to 
succeed, have worked hard to achieve good matric 
results and have a passion for their chosen career.

A prime example is Sivuyile Gqamane, 22, of 
KwaNomzamo, who is studying for a diploma in media 
practices. 

“As a child I dreamt of being on TV or the 
radio. Following a career in the media is an all-
encompassing passion for me,” says Sivuyile.

“When I was told that my application had been 
successful I was over the moon. My mom was so 
happy that I would be the first member of my family to 
study further that she burst into tears.

“She has worked so hard for me, now I have the 
opportunity to pay her back for her faith in me.”

On completion of his diploma, Sivuyile plans to 
make his TV dreams a reality and give back to his 
community. “I will spread the message that if you work 
hard the sky is the limit.”

Giving back also plays a huge role for Ayanda 
Ngindo, 19, who is studying towards a diploma in 
safety in society in Graaff-Reinet, a long way from his 
roots in Arcadia.

“I want to help make my community safer. I want to 
be a shining example to the youth that success can be 
achieved, no matter the obstacles.”

KwaNomzamo resident Thembani Vuthuza, 22, is 
studying IT applications development.

“Being given this opportunity means so much, not 
just to me, but also my family. No-one else in my family 
has ever taken their studies further,” says Thembani.

“It was a big move to Cape Town, but an exciting 
one. And it’s not forever. When I have passed 
my diploma, I will return to help my community in 
whatever way I can.” 

Bursaries and big dreams
This year, seventeen students will pursue their dreams after receiving bursaries 
worth a total of R1 million as part of Kouga Wind Farm’s bursary programme.



The Protea Service Centre in Arcadia, Humansdorp, got a fresh new look recently after Kouga Wind Farm donated 
paint and materials for a much-needed revamp. The project was identified by the Kruisfontein Rainmakers, who 
enlisted the help of skilled volunteers to paint parts of the centre. The cheerful new colour scheme should help to 
brighten the day of the senior citizens who gather there to take part in regular, organised activities for the elderly.

Brightening their day

Kouga Wind Farm’s 
Siya Thanda (left) and 

Trevor Arosi (right) show 
Rotarian Ann Knight 

the new Sea Vista 
Community Library. Read 
more about Siya’s study 

success on page 3.
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Helping people to reach their true potential has 
always been an integral part of Kouga Wind 

Farm’s mission.

And we took another step in the right direction 
recently when our bird and bat monitor, Siyathemba 
Thanda, successfully passed the first year of his BA 
degree in Disaster and Safety Management, earning 
a distinction in Occupational Health and Safety in 
the process.

As our intern, Siya, who hails from Sea Vista, is also 
gaining practical knowledge of his trade through on-

site training while studying. Kouga Wind Farm pays for 
his studies, books and transport.

It is a mutually beneficial relationship, helping Siya 
to acquire a skill which is in high demand, while also 
upskilling our own team.

Siya is working hard to achieve his ultimate aim 
of becoming an HSE officer, a job which involves 
monitoring health and safety in the workplace, 
assessing risks and designing strategies to reduce 
potential hazards, to create a safer, better working 
environment. 

Reaching his true potential

The lives of three young Oyster Bay boys were drastically changed when 
the trio underwent corrective surgery for squints at the Eye and Laser 
Institute in Port Elizabeth recently.
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Anethemba Sali, Petrus Williams and Roshaad 
Kettledas were spotted during one of the Kouga 

Wind Farm’s community engagements in the area and 
the need to help the young boys was immediately 
identified.

The boys, aged between eight and 11, would be 
randomly teased and their condition mocked by 
strangers, friends and sometimes even family 
members.

Community liaison officer Trevor Arosi says the 
desperate need for corrective surgery was apparent, 
as it was also affecting their ability to read and write 
and do their schoolwork.

“Our primary focus is on improving the level of 
education among our young people in the area. We 
really wanted to make these boys’ educational journey 
easier and bring dignity and self-worth to them, thus 
contributing to a better future outlook for them.”

This goal was made a reality through a meaningful 
partnership with local NGO Living Water, which used 
the funds provided by the wind farm to make the right 
medical treatment happen.

“Working with Living Water, our 
dream was soon realised and after 
the operations, which included 
pre-and-post op consultations, the 
boys’ lives were completely turned 
around.”

Trevor says the trio are adjusting pretty well to their 
newfound “fame”. 

“A bonus is that, since the operation, they have not 
complained about headaches as they did before.” 

Young boys eye better future



Path to
        Safety

The Kouga Wind Farm 
Community Development 
Trust is working with the 

St Francis Property Owners 
(SFPO) association to build 

a safer, paved walkway 
between Sea Vista and 

St Francis Bay.

The Community Integration Walkway Project – 
which has the support of Kouga Municipality, local 

schools, businesses and community organisations 
–  will break ground shortly and take four to six months 
to complete.

Currently, the sandy pathway turns to mud when it 
rains and is overgrown and dangerous to walk along 
in the dark.

The new pathway will be wide enough for two people 
to walk side by side, with room for bicycle traffic and 
possibly skateboarding. It will be well-lit, with trees 
and bushes cut back for better security as people go 
to and from work every day.

The R1.5-million construction project, which is funded 
by the Trust, will be managed by SFPO and employ 

local residents and businesses for bush clearing, 
landscaping and other trades. It is expected to create 
R500 000 in short-term work and skills development 
opportunities.

The design and engineering will be kept local, while 
a trainee project manager from Sea Vista will be 
mentored by the main project manager. Residents will 
also have the chance to beautify the walkway through 
artistic and cultural history projects involving local 
school and community groups.

About the Trust: The Trust is an independent entity, 
set up by Kouga Wind Farm, for the benefit of local 
communities. The Trust has a 26% stake in the wind 
farm and uses its share of the dividends to fund socio-
economic and small business development projects. 

The Sea Vista Community Library is one step closer 
to opening its doors, with the official handover of 

the facility to Kouga Municipality that took place on 
February 11.

The municipality’s portfolio councillor for community 
services Danny Benson (right) accepted the key to 
the library on behalf of executive mayor Horatio 
Hendricks.

He also promised to have the library fully operational 
within the next two months, explaining that it will take 
six to eight weeks to program computers, and shelve 
and catalogue the more than 4 000 books before 
residents can get down to some serious reading.

The library also caters for persons with disabilities as 
it is wheelchair-friendly and boasts an SA Library for 
the Blind section. 

The countdown begins
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